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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . In view of the BPAI decision filed on July 29, 2008, the Examiner performed and update 
search of the prior art before allowance. Examiner and Applicant discussed possible 
amendments to the claims to place them in form for allowance over new prior art, but were 
unable to reach a solution. PROSECUTION IS HEREBY REOPENED. New grounds of 
rejection are set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the following 
two options: 

(1) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply under 37 
CFR 1.113 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) initiate a new appeal by filing a notice of appeal under 37 CFR 41 .31 followed by an 
appeal brief under 37 CFR 4 1 .37. The previously paid notice of appeal fee and appeal brief fee 
can be applied to the new appeal. If, however, the appeal fees set forth in 37 CFR 41 .20 have 
been increased since they were previously paid, then appellant must pay the difference between 
the increased fees and the amount previously paid. 

A Supervisory Patent Examiner (SPE) has approved of reopening prosecution by signing 

below: 

Summary and Status of Claims 

2. This Office Action is in response to the BPAI decision rendered July 29, 2008. 

3. Claims 10 and 12-14 are cancelled per Applicant's approval. 

4. Claims 1-9 and 26 are pending. 

5. Claim 3 is objected to for containing allowable subject matter. 
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6. Claims 1, 2, 4-9, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Collart et al. (US Patent 6,405,203). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treat} defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claims 1, 2, 4-9, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Collart et al. (US Patent 6,405,203) (Collart). 

9. In regards to claim 1, Collart discloses a service offering system from a server to a 
terminal device (Collart at fig. 5, elements 550 (server) and 510 (client)), comprising: 

a. recording means for recording a unique identifier to each of a plurality of package 
storage media issued (Collart at col. 5, lines 65-7; col. 6, lines 1 - 1 0) 1 ; 

b. a database for storing and managing the identifiers (Collart at col. 7, lines 6-8); 

c. reading means for reading the recorded identifier from any of said package 
storage media at said terminal device (Collart at col. 14, lines 1-4); 

d. checking means for checking the identifier read by said reading means against 
said identifiers managed in said database (Collart at col. 14, lines 6-9); and 



1 Burst Cut Area (BCA) is interpreted as the unique identifier. 
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e. service offering means for offering a service to said terminal device 
corresponding to the package storage medium identified by the checked identifier 
depending on a result of the check by said checking means. Collart at col. 14, lines 39- 
50. 

10. In regards to claim 2, Collart discloses a service offering system according to claim 1, 
wherein said database stores, in correspondence with said identifiers, right information which 
denotes services available to said storage media identified by said identifiers. Collart at col. 14, 
lines 18-24, 46-50; col. 19, lines 28-40, 60-7 2 . 

11. In regards to claim 4, Collart discloses a service offering system according to claim 1, 
wherein said service offering means offers the service to the storage medium in accordance with 
the right information which denotes services available to said storage media identified by said 
identifiers. Collart at col. 14, lines 18-24, 46-50; col. 19, lines 28-40, 60-7. 

12. In regards to claim 5, Collart discloses a service offering system according to claim 1, 
further comprising content data storage means for storing a plurality of content data items 
(Collart at col. 19, lines 30-9); wherein said service offering means allows relevant content data 
to be downloaded from said content data storing means to the storage medium. Collart at col. 22, 
lines 13-5. 



2 The cited portions describe indications that the BCA number (i.e., unique identifier) read at the client is looked up 
in the database of the server. Upon doing so, the server determines what content or services can be distributed to the 
user based on the BCA number. Therefore, it seems implicit that the information corresponding the BCA number to 
the content or services (i.e., right information) is also stored in the database. 
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13. In regards to claim 6, Collart discloses a service offering system according to claim 1, 
wherein said service offering means allows relevant content data to be updated from the storage 
medium. Collart at col. 20, lines 66-7; col. 21, lines 1-4 3 . 

14. In regards to claim 7, Collart discloses a service offering system from a server to a 
terminal device (Collart at fig. 5, elements 550 (server) and 510 (client)), comprising: 

a. storage medium issuing means including recording means for recording a unique 
identifier to each of a plurality of package storage media issued (Collart at col. 5, lines 
65-7; col. 6, lines 1-10) 4 ; 

b. a management server including a database for storing and managing the 
identifiers recorded to said package storage media issued by said storage medium issuing 
means (Collart at col. 7, lines 6-8); 

c. said terminal device including reading means for reading the recorded identifier 
from any of said package storage media (Collart at col. 14, lines 1-4); 

d. checking means for checking the identifier read by said terminal device against 
said identifiers managed in said database (Collart at col. 14, lines 6-9); and 

e. a service provider including service offering means for offering a service to said 
terminal device corresponding to said package storage media depending on a result of the 
check by said checking means. Collart at col. 14, lines 39-50. 

15. In regards to claim 8, Collart discloses a service offering system from a server to a 
terminal device (Collart at fig. 5, elements 550 (server) and 510 (client)), comprising: 



3 Data from the DVD is taken and sent to the server to be logged into the database (i.e., update from the storage 
medium). 

4 Burst Cut Area (BCA) is interpreted as the unique identifier. 
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a. storage medium issuing means including recording means for recording a unique 
identifier to each of a plurality of package storage media issued (Collart at col. 5, lines 
65-7; col. 6, lines 1-10) 5 ; 

b. the server including a database which stores the identifiers (Collart at col. 7, lines 
6-8) and retains, in correspondence with said identifiers, right information which denotes 
services available to said package storage media identified by said identifiers (Collart at 
col. 14, lines 18-24, 46-50; col. 19, lines 28-40, 60-7) 6 ; 

c. the terminal device including reading means for reading the recorded identifiers 
from any of said package storage media (Collart at col. 14, lines 1-4); and 

d. a service provider including service offering means for offering a service to said 
terminal device corresponding to said package storage media depending on a result of 
checking the identifier in question against said identifiers managed in said database and 
according to the right information stored in said database in correspondence with the 
checked identifier. Collart at col. 14, lines 39-50. 

16. In regards to claim 9, Collart discloses a service offering system according to claim 8, 
wherein said service provider includes content data storing means for storing a plurality of 
content data items (Collart at col. 19, lines 30-9); 

a. wherein said service offering means includes judging means forjudging whether 
or not the corresponding right information indicates permission to download (Collart at 



5 Burst Cut Area (BCA) is interpreted as the unique identifier. 

6 The cited portions describe indications that the BCA number (i.e., unique identifier) read at the client is looked up 
in the database of the server. Upon doing so, the server determines what content or services can be distributed to the 
user based on the BCA number. Therefore, it seems implicit that the information corresponding the BCA number to 
the content or services (i.e., right information) is also stored in the database. 
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col. 22, lines 10-5) 7 , said service offering means further reading relevant content data 
from said content data storing means and transferring the content data to said terminal 
device in accordance with the judgment made by said judging means (Collart at col. 22, 
lines 15-23) 8 ; and 

b. wherein said terminal device receives the transferred content data and records the 
received data to the storage medium. Collart at col. 22, lines 13-5. 
17. In regards to claim 26, Collart discloses a service offering method for offering a service 
form a server to a terminal device (Collart at fig. 5, elements 550 (server) and 510 (client)), the 
method comprising the steps of: 

a. recording a unique identifier to each of a plurality of package storage media 
issued (Collart at col. 5, lines 65-7; col. 6, lines 1-10) 9 ; 

b. storing the identifiers into a database (Collart at col. 7, lines 6-8); 

c. reading the recorded identifier form any of said package storage media at said 
terminal device (Collart at col. 7, lines 47-52; col. 14, lines 1-4); 

d. checking the identifier read from the package storage medium against said 
identifiers stored in said database (Collart at col. 14, lines 6-8); and 

e. offering a service to said terminal device corresponding to the package storage 
medium identified by the checked identifier. Collart at col. 14, lines 39-50 10 . 



7 The BCA number is used to look up the retailer, which in turn is used to look up available downloads. This 
"lookup" is interpreted as a judging means because if there is no match for the BCA number, then the user does not 
have permission to download. 

8 If the lookup of the BCA is successful, the download information is sent to the user (i.e., transferring content data 
to said terminal device in accordance with the judgment). 

9 Burst Cut Area (BCA) is interpreted as the unique identifier. 

10 The web server acts upon the posted information (the BCA number) and sends a unique URL to the user (i.e., 
offering a service). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/027, 1 94 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2163 

Allowable Subject Matter 

18. Claim 3 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

19. The following are prior art made of record and not relied upon but is considered pertinent 
to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Lc whose telephone number is 571-272-7970. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs : 9:30am-6pm, Fri: 8am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don Wong can be reached on 571-272-1834. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Michael Le/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2163 
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/don wong/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2163 



